NEWS RELEASE

KOREAN CULTURAL SOCIETY HOLDS APRIL EVENTS TO SUPPORT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHILE CELEBRATING KOREAN CULTURE

Scholarships, writing contest, educational materials for teachers, all included in cultural program
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FEB. 24, 2010: The Sejong Cultural Society (Sejong Society), whose mission is to bridge Korean, American, and Korean-American cultures in the multicultural context of U.S. society, announces the fifth year of its writing competition, and the third year in which that competition has encompassed a special form of Korean poetry known as sijo (pronounced “SHEE-joe”). Last year, the Sejong Society’s sijo competition garnered over 450 entries, 87 percent of them submitted by non-Korean-Americans.
The leaders of the Sejong Society are using this year’s writing competition to once again introduce the beautiful poetic form of sijo, a traditional three-line form of poetry usually addressing spiritual or pastoral themes, to a broader audience in the U.S., in accordance with the society’s goal of familiarizing Americans with fascinating, easily learnable elements of traditional Korean culture.

Sijo has evolved over the centuries in Korea as an elegant, popular literary form that has attracted many talented writers. Americans who have studied the Japanese art of haiku will recognize certain similarities, though the two forms are quite distinct, and developed independently of each other. The Sejong Society’s website (www.sejongculturalsociety.org) offers an introduction to sijo, and instructions on how to begin writing in that form. The deadline for submissions to this contest will be April 30, 2010. The site also provides information on the other aspect of the writing competition, the essay competition.
The Sejong Society will award scholarships of various amounts, from $50 to $500, in two different age-based categories; winners’ submissions may also be published in Korea Times Chicago, a local Korean-American newspaper. Both the sijo and essay competitions are open to high school students of any ethnic background. For more details, please see the website.
Support for this competition comes from a grant from the Korea Foundation to produce a teaching primer for sijo that can be used as a part of the English curriculum in order to facilitate this endeavor.  To, in effect, kick off this effort, Sejong Society will be holding the following events in April, 2010:

April 9 (Fri) 10 am -3 pm: English Sijo Writing Workshop headed by Harvard Professor David McCann for high school English teachers at the University of Illinois at Chicago, Student Center East (Suite#613), 750 S. Halsted St. Chicago
April 10 (Sat) 11 am-1 pm:  lecture on sijo and sijo Reading by Professor David McCann for the general public in the Chicago Author’s Room on the 7th floor of the Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S. State St. Chicago (312-948-8939)
April 10 (Sat) 6-8pm:  “Enchanted Evening with Sijo, Wine, and Arts”, sijo reading and reception with Professor David McCann at the Andrew Bae Gallery, 300 W. Superior St.  Chicago (312-335-8601)
April 30 (Fri): Deadline for 5th annual Sejong Writing Competition (essay and sijo)

BACKGROUND:

The Sejong Cultural Society is committed to bringing sijo, a traditional Korean form of poetry writing, to the attention of the American public.  To this end, Sejong Society will produce teaching materials for English teachers.  In conjunction with this, Sejong Society is organizing events in April with Professor David McCann of Harvard University, the Director of Korea Institute.   Mr. McCann is an expert in Korean culture and literature.  He translated the work of a famous Korean poet, Kim SoWol, into English and is a published writer of his own English sijo.  He teaches sijo at Harvard University.  He is also a member of the Sejong Writing Competition Planning Committee and a judge for the sijo category.

A. Sejong Society will be producing the teaching primer on sijo for high school teachers. This teaching material will include an introduction to Korean literature and sijo. It will provide teachers with specific instructions on how to write sijo.
B. Sejong Society and the English Department of the University of Illinois at Chicago will cosponsor an English sijo Writing Workshop for English teachers under the instruction of Professor McCann on April 9th, 2010 at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  Participants will receive 4 credits of Continuing Professional     Development Unit (CPDU). Through this workshop the participants will learn  

      to plan and present introductory sequences on sijo and general Korean literature, 

      to teach writing poetry in sijo form and to explore similarities and contrasts 

      between the Korean sijo and Japanese haiku.  This workshop will be recorded and 

      edited into a DVD which will be distributed throughout USA accompanied by 

      written teaching material. 
C. On April 10th, 11am to 1 pm, there will be a lecture on sijo and sijo reading by Professor David McCann for the general public in the Chicago Author’s Room of the Harold Washington Chicago Public Library as a part of month long events for Chicago Poetry Month.

D. On April 10th, 6 pm to 8 pm, there will be a wine reception at the Andrew Bae  Gallery.  Sijo will be read in Korean and English by Professor McCann, Mr. Won Jung Park of Korean TV, and Ms. Ellee Pai Hong, former NBC News anchor. Sijo will be presented in the setting of Korean arts and Korean traditional wine.

In America, Japanese haiku is taught from grade school to high school and the children learn to write 3 line, 5-7-5 syllables haiku.  Haiku is now accepted as a form of poetry writing in mainstream American culture and some American professional poets use this form. Even though Korean sijo is not well known in America, some who have learned it find sijo a very attractive form of poetry writing.

Sijo was first introduced in some American literary journals in the 1970s.  However, it was not till the late 1980s and early 1990s that a few American poets started to use sijo form.  At the present time, in addition to Professor David McCann, there is Dr. Larry Gross who publishes  “Poetry in the wordshop,” a  Yahoo website and moderates a Yahoo discussion group “Sijo forum.”  Dr. Gross also teaches English sijo writing, enjoys writing sijo, and shares his writing with other poets.  Ms. Elizabeth St. Jacques, who learned about sijo through well know Korean sijo expert Kim Unsong, also wrote an introduction to sijo, her own sijo,  as well as English translations of Korean sijo on her “Poetry in the Light” website which has a separate section of “ Sijo in the Light.” 

Dr. Larry Gross wrote in his Yahoo Sijo forum that for the last 40 years western poets are showing more interest in the poetry forms of other cultures.  There are an increasing number of poems in the style of ghazl of  the Middle East and haiku, danka, renga and haibun of Japan published in America.  He felt that is it is in part due to the western poets desire to taste other cultures and these poetry forms were a means to connect them to these foreign cultures as they strive to seek something new.  

Dr. Gross states that sijo is a cousin to haiku.  However, the sijo form has a total of 44-46 syllables as compared to the 17 of haiku.  Thus, it provides more room and encouragement to express emotion. This unique style of 3 lines with each line having 14 to 15 syllables has rhythmic and lyrical elements and the last line asks for a surprising ending with a twist.  He also mentioned that sijo is shorter than middle eastern ghazal, but more expressive of emotion.  He stated that sijo writing is a ‘fascinating challenge.”

Professor McCann would like to make sijo popular in the English-language educational setting and would like to see a Sijo Day similar to Haiku Day in the grade school level.  

Sejong Society’s 5th annual writing competition (essay and sijo sections) is being held currently with the deadline being April 30.  Detailed information regarding the competition and English sijo writing workshop can be found on The Sejong Cultural Society website 

www.sejongculturalsociety.org.

Attached additional materials on sijo:

1.  Newspaper article:  “The new haiku? Harvard professor David McCann says America 

     is ready for sijo”  Boston Globe interview with David McCann on 6/30/2009
2.  Web site article:  “Welcome to Sijo”, an introduction for those new to sijo, a refresher to others by Dr. Larry Gross.
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